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ABSTRACT 

This Kids Count data book details statewide trends in the 
well-being of Nevada’s children. The statistical portrait is based on 
indicators of children's well-being in five areas: (1) health conditions and 

health care; (2) economic well-being; (3) education and achievement; (4) 
child and youth safety and welfare; and (5) juvenile justice. The data book 
begins with an overview and profile of the state’s demographics, including 
data on minority populations. The remainder of the report provides specific 
information on the primary indicators, organized as follows: (1) definition 

of the indicator and what it measures; (2) a summary of current research on 
the indicator at hand; and (3) a map indicating rates, percentages, and/or 
numbers presented for each county. The specific indicators examined are: (1) 

low birth weight babies; (2) births to teens; (3) births to mothers lacking 
adequate prenatal care; (4) enrollment in public-health programs; (5) health 
issues, such as smoking and drug use; (6) percent of children living in 
poverty; (7) children in families headed by a single parent; (8) children 
living in families where no parent has full-time, year-round employment; (9) 
child care availability; (10) child support enforcement; (11) school 
enrollment in public/private and home schools; (12) achievement tests and 
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college entrance efforts; (13) teens not in school and not working; (14) 
children and youth in special education; (15) infant mortality; (16) child 
deaths; (17) teen violent deaths; (18) child abuse and neglect; (19) children 
and domestic violence; (20) children in substitute [foster] care; and (21) 
juvenile violent crime. The data book concludes with county data, notes and 
list of resources. (Contains references organized by indicator area.) (HTH) 
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Nevada KIDS COUNT 

Cenier for Business and Economic Research, University of Nevada Las Vegas 
http://kidscount.unlv.edu 
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on children’s issues during the meetings: Assemblyman John 
Carpenter; Dr. Robert McCord, Director for Education, Policy 
Studies, Department of Educational Leadership, UNLV; Richard A. 
Wagner, Sixth Judicial District Court Judge; and Garth Winckler, 
President, Garth Winckler and Associates. 
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year Nevada improved on eight indicators. The most- improved Source: Nevada kids count Data Book: 2002, CBER, UNLV; kids count Data Book: 

2002, The Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2002. 

indicators were the Teen Violent Death Rate and the Juvenile Violent 
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Nevada KIDS COUNT 

Center for Business and Economic Reseaich. University of Nevada Las Vegas 

http://kidscoum.univ.edu Nevada Demographics 
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Nevada Demographics Continued 
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♦African American. 

** The sum of the counties may not equal the state total due to rounding. 
Source: Nevada State Demographer, estimates as of January 2003. 
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Low-Birthweight Babies Continued 
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Public-Health Programs Continued 

Number of Children Enrolled in Nevada Check Up Enrollment in Nevada Check Up: 1998 to 2003 

by County and Race/Ethnicity: 2003 
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AmericanAcademyofFamilyPhysicians, for example, targets fourth- early age was strongly associated with future problem behaviors, 

and fifth-grade students with lessons on “the short-term, image-based su^h as antisocial personality disorders and conduct disorders.’’ 

consequences of tobacco use and how to think critically about tobacco Researchers at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine found 

advertising.”'^ The program, which began in Nevada in 1999, reached that alcohol-use disorders (AUDs), “during adolescence were 

about 9,000 children statewide during 2001-2002.^^ 
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Characteristics of the Formai Education System in Nevada 

Education continues to be an important indicator of child well- average salary for beginning teachers was $29,413. Nevada ranked 

being in Nevada. This section begins with some of the “hot 15th among the states and the District of Columbia on average 

education issues” in this state, followed by a presentation of teachers’ pay and 14th on beginning teachers’ average pay. The Las 

summary data on the formal education system in Nevada. Vegas area, however, ranked 80th among the hundred biggest cities 
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Characteristics of the Formal Education System in Nevada Continued 

Nevada Public Schools’ Enrollment (PK*-12) 
Summary Data on the Formal Education System: 2000- by School District: 1999-2000 and 2000-2001 

2001 
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students (88.3) and Clark County, the lowest (49.9). As with other student enrollment from the year prior to the previous school year. 

Source: “Student Enrollment and Licensed Personel Information,*’ Research Bulletin, Nevada 
southwestern states, the percentage of Hispanic students has DepaitmemofEducation, volume 42. March 2001 . 

increased. In 2000-2001, the Hispanic student population was 25.7 

percent, an increase over the 23.9 percent reported in 1999-2000. 
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Nevada KIDS COUNT 

Center for Business and Economic Research, University of Nevada Las Vegas 
Education and Achievement hup://kidscount.univ.edu 
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Note: NA = Not Applicable. 

*464 in elenientaiy school, 182 in middle school, and 153 in high school. 
Source: Nevada School Districts, 2000-2001. 
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Evaluation & Data Unit. 2002. 
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2000-2001 
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